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"Naturally, the question arises as to whether it is possible in principle to stop the Hot
War with the methods of the Cold War."

VLADIMER PAPAVA

In academia, economics is the study of how best to meet people's needs within the
context of limited resources. But this topic doesn't operate in a vacuum. Quite the
opposite, economics intertwines so closely with the social and political environment that it requires an
interdisciplinary approach. These essays go beyond classical economic theory to seek answers to real-world
economic challenges. Books on classical economic theory are classics for a reason, forming the foundation of
conventional economics. However, problems arise when economic theories fall short, such as during atypical
economic crises like the COVID-19 pandemic. Unconventional economics, charting the dark corners of this
map, attempts to address today's most pressing issues, such as the rise of a necroeconomy in what was the Soviet
bloc, how to escape a retroeconomy, and the math behind the catch-up effect.

One of the collection's strengths is its credibility. These essays come from a published expert in the field of
economics with more than thirty years of experience. Many also appeared in scientific journals or on analytical
websites before the author compiled them here, lending them added authority. Relevant examples, such as
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, show how deeply economics is connected to major news topics. In that case, the
discussion focuses on the challenge of the West maintaining control over economic sanctions, especially as
companies find ways to circumvent Russia-related restrictions. Another plus to this collection is that it addresses
topics that many other books pass over, such as zombie economics. Despite the dense subject matter, the
organization flows easily through short sections, with subheadings introducing the main ideas before each
discussion. The collection is accessible to both the browser who wants to learn about a specific topic and pick
one or two essays, and the deep explorer who loves to read cover to cover and study references.
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others do not. All reviews are approximately half summary and half criticism. The US
Review of Books is dedicated to providing fair and honest coverage to all books.
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